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NIGEL C, 8S. SALTER-MATHIESON 


April. 8 (legislative day, Aprit 2), 1952.—Ordered to be printed 


Mr. McCarran, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted 
the following 


REPORT 
[To accompany H, R. 4535] 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 


(H. R. 4535) for the relief of Nigel C. S. Salter-Mathieson, having 
considered the same, reports favorably thereon without amendment 
and recommends that the bill do pass. 


PURPOSE OF THE BILL 


The purpose of the bill is to enable the beneficiary of the bill to 
file the petition for naturalization required by law notwithstanding 
those provisions of the Nationality Act relating to requirements for 
residence and declaration of intention. 


STATEMENT OF FACTS 


The beneficiary of the bill is the 20-vear-old stepson of Brig. Gen. 
Sory Smith of the United States Air Force. He was lawfully admitted 
into the United States for permanent residence on August 9, 1947. 
He is presently serving in the United States Army and is desirous of 
accepting an appointment to the United States Military Academy 
beginning in August 1952. Unless the waivers provided for in the 
bill are granted the beneficiary of the bill will be unable to take 
advantage of his appointment to West Point. 

A letter dated October 19, 1951, to the chairman of the Committee 
on the Judiciary of the House of Representatives from the Deputy 
Attorney General with reference to the case reads as follows: 





NIGEL C. 8S. SALTER-MATHIESON 


DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, 
Washington, October 19, 1951. 
Hon. EManveL CELLER, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
House of Representatives, Washington, D. C. 

My Dear Mr. Cnairman;: This is in response to your request for the views of 
the Department of Justice relative to the bill (H. R. 4535) for the relief of Nigel 
C. 8. Salter-Mathieson, an alien. 

The bill would provide that, notwithstanding the provisions of sections 307 (a) 
(1) and 331 of the Nationality Act of 1940, as amended, which set forth certain 
specified requirements for naturalization, Nigel C. 8. Salter-Mathieson may file 
a petition for naturalization in accordance with the requirements of section 332 
of that act. 

The files of the Immigration and Naturalization Service of this Department 
disclose that the alien is a native and citizen of Great Britain, who was born in 
London, England, on July 9, 1931. He first entered the United States at the 
port of New York on August 9, 1947: and on April 24, 1948, he was admitted at 
New Orleans, La. He last arrived in the United States at the port of New York 
on July 6, 1951. He stated that he had been known by the name of Salter, which 
was the surname of his natural father, and that Mathieson was the name of his 
stepfather. His mother, who is a British subject, is presently married to Brig. 
Gen. Sory Smith, of the United States Air Force. 

The files further disclose that Mr. Salter-Mathieson resides with his mother 
and stepfather in Washington, D. C. He stated that 3 months after his first 
entry into the United States he went to Gstaad, Switzerland, to attend the 
Le Rosey School, where he remained until April 1948. Subsequently he accom- 
panied his parents to London, England, on May 25, 1951, for a vacation, returning 
to the United States on July 6, 1951. He completed his high-school education 
at Western High School, Washington, D. C., and later attended a military prep- 
aration school for 6 months. Sinee Mr. Salter-Mathieson has been admitted to 
the United States for permanent residence, he may proceed toward naturalization 
pursuant to the provisions of the Nationality Act, but he desires to be relieved of 
compliance with the regulation relating to requirements for residence and a 
declaration of intention to become a citizen in order that he may be eligible to 
accept an appointment to the United States Military Academy next vear. The 
Congress, however, has been reluctant to interfere with the normal! naturalization 
process in individual cases. Moreover, the circumstances in this case do not 
appear to warrant enactment of specia! legislation. 

Accordingly, the Department of Justice is unable to recommend enactment of 
the bill. 

Sincerely 
A. Devirr VANECH 
Deputy Attorney General. 


The committee is of the opinion that the facts in this case warrant 
approval of the bill. However, such approval is not to be construed 
as a precedent for waiving naturalization requirements in individual 
cases. 

The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the case, is 
of the opinion that the bill (H. R. 4535) should be enacted. 





